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QUEENS MAN SENTENCED TO 17 YEARS IN PRISON  
AFTER PLEADING GUILTY TO MANSLAUGHTER IN STABBING DEATH  

Defendant Killed Long Island Resident with Knife Snatched from Food Cart 
 

Queens District Attorney Melinda Katz announced today that John Daves, 34, has been sentenced to 
17 years in prison after pleading guilty to manslaughter for the September 2018 stabbing death of a 25-year-
old Long Island man. The two men had a heated dispute near a food cart in Jackson Heights, Queens.  
 

District Attorney Katz said, “A disagreement between two strangers escalated to a senseless killing 
of an unarmed man. The defendant pleaded guilty to chasing down the victim and brutally stabbing him to 
death. I hope this gives the family of the victim some comfort, knowing their loved one’s killer has been 
held accountable.”  
 

Daves, whose address is unknown, pleaded guilty in December 2020 to manslaughter in the first 
degree before Queens Supreme Court Justice Kenneth Holder. Today Justice Holder sentenced the defendant 
to 17 years in prison to be followed by 5 years’ post release supervision. 
 

District Attorney Katz said Daves admitted to killing Miguel Angel Becerra-Perez shortly after 9:30 
p.m. on September 27, 2018, at the intersection of 80th Street and Roosevelt Avenue. The two strangers got 
into an argument while waiting in line for their food at a a food cart vendor. The confrontation escalated and 
the defendant grabbed a knife from the food cart. Video surveillance of the scene shows the defendant 
chasing the 25-year-old victim down the street. Daves caught up to Becerra-Perez and stabbed him in the 
right arm and chest. Mr. Becerra-Perez died from the wounds. 
 
 Assistant District Attorney Courtney Finnerty, of the District Attorney’s Homicide Bureau, 
prosecuted the case, with the assistance of Assistant District Attorney Adarna DeFrietas, under the 
supervision of Assistant District Attorneys Brad A. Leventhal, Bureau Chief, Peter J. McCormack III, Senior 
Deputy Bureau Chief, John W. Kosinski and Kenneth M. Appelbaum, Deputy Bureau Chiefs, and under the 
overall supervision of Executive Assistant District Attorney for Major Crimes Daniel A. Saunders.  

 
 Criminal complaints and indictments are accusations. A defendant is presumed innocent until proven 
guilty. 
 
 

# 
 
 

Note to Editors: Archived press releases are available at www.queensda.org. 

     

 

MELINDA KATZ 
DISTRICT ATTORNEY 

QUEENS COUNTY DISTRICT ATTORNEY 
125-01 QUEENS BOULEVARD 

KEW GARDENS, NEW YORK 11415-1568 

 

718.286.6000 
WWW.QUEENSDA.ORG 

 

Release #9-2021 
twitter@QueensDAKatz 

mailto:QDACommunications@queensda.org
http://www.queensda.org/
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001pgRZZxJgk6xlsMPI3dcIm7S6j4G6BWhs7rlE0nVfmf3gZHH3D6N3EUSx7kFKwyvEJhJEQ-gN8qQFge4nwuozLL4w5JRiCQrF5IjFf6EpDCNFG6BGEAb2Z-QQjrIOwbaGa2rc2BHp9AJbkMFniBS2buhZx5v_EX1U&c=cVIaxu-z3Dzf8FIQig-CQIQjNMhe38vEfh0yuQhljgXkosGGxDDUoQ==&ch=RZVRn4pyVFnKiumWvKX2THenaRNloMVS21iZZ8SQrIWVmscPPL9iKg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001pgRZZxJgk6xlsMPI3dcIm7S6j4G6BWhs7rlE0nVfmf3gZHH3D6N3EUSx7kFKwyvEJhJEQ-gN8qQFge4nwuozLL4w5JRiCQrF5IjFf6EpDCNFG6BGEAb2Z-QQjrIOwbaGa2rc2BHp9AJbkMFniBS2buhZx5v_EX1U&c=cVIaxu-z3Dzf8FIQig-CQIQjNMhe38vEfh0yuQhljgXkosGGxDDUoQ==&ch=RZVRn4pyVFnKiumWvKX2THenaRNloMVS21iZZ8SQrIWVmscPPL9iKg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001pgRZZxJgk6xlsMPI3dcIm7S6j4G6BWhs7rlE0nVfmf3gZHH3D6N3EUSx7kFKwyvEbN-JXv6mXf3ougcxf_-FOSJDIBYr3Y4ydPseykXZGUPRjNzmjmIHAI54wN-7CVgxm6Kb9hRr1IwYvX37BbC9mO6yHi069fvt&c=cVIaxu-z3Dzf8FIQig-CQIQjNMhe38vEfh0yuQhljgXkosGGxDDUoQ==&ch=RZVRn4pyVFnKiumWvKX2THenaRNloMVS21iZZ8SQrIWVmscPPL9iKg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001pgRZZxJgk6xlsMPI3dcIm7S6j4G6BWhs7rlE0nVfmf3gZHH3D6N3EUSx7kFKwyvEbN-JXv6mXf3ougcxf_-FOSJDIBYr3Y4ydPseykXZGUPRjNzmjmIHAI54wN-7CVgxm6Kb9hRr1IwYvX37BbC9mO6yHi069fvt&c=cVIaxu-z3Dzf8FIQig-CQIQjNMhe38vEfh0yuQhljgXkosGGxDDUoQ==&ch=RZVRn4pyVFnKiumWvKX2THenaRNloMVS21iZZ8SQrIWVmscPPL9iKg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001pgRZZxJgk6xlsMPI3dcIm7S6j4G6BWhs7rlE0nVfmf3gZHH3D6N3EUSx7kFKwyvElhdmaonZsxGzUleeBPh2fsk6RGRWjrubnXcPucgvObCyiMrW3fVkaNb6v_G5iS-QBkwWyqT_UnK5PH0_ZqWYShNJjvEv60u6&c=cVIaxu-z3Dzf8FIQig-CQIQjNMhe38vEfh0yuQhljgXkosGGxDDUoQ==&ch=RZVRn4pyVFnKiumWvKX2THenaRNloMVS21iZZ8SQrIWVmscPPL9iKg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001pgRZZxJgk6xlsMPI3dcIm7S6j4G6BWhs7rlE0nVfmf3gZHH3D6N3EUSx7kFKwyvElhdmaonZsxGzUleeBPh2fsk6RGRWjrubnXcPucgvObCyiMrW3fVkaNb6v_G5iS-QBkwWyqT_UnK5PH0_ZqWYShNJjvEv60u6&c=cVIaxu-z3Dzf8FIQig-CQIQjNMhe38vEfh0yuQhljgXkosGGxDDUoQ==&ch=RZVRn4pyVFnKiumWvKX2THenaRNloMVS21iZZ8SQrIWVmscPPL9iKg==

