
QUEENS COUNTY DISTRICT ATTORNEY
125-01 QUEENS BOULEVARD

KEW GARDENS, NEW YORK 11415-1568

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE CONTACT: PRESS OFFICE (718) 286-6315
MONDAY, MARCH 9, 2020 QDACommunications@queensda.org

HOUSE HUNTER HELPER WHO RAPED WOMAN LOOKING FOR HOME
SENTENCED TO 7 YEARS IN PRISON

Pennsylvania Man Convicted at Trial of Forcible Rape

Queens District Attorney Melinda Katz today announced that a Pennsylvania resident has been
sentenced to 7 years in prison after a jury found the defendant guilty of rape. The defendant helped the
victim find a place to live, aided her in moving in and then forcibly raped her in a Richmond Hill basement
apartment in December of 2015.

District Attorney Katz said, “The victim met the defendant in a Queens temple and trusted him
when he offered to assist her in finding a place to live. This defendant, however, was a predator who
waited for an opportunity to victimize this woman. In the victim’s new home, the defendant forced himself
on her and then later apologized for the attack telling her he would ‘never do it again without
permission.’”

The District Attorney’s Office identified the defendant as Ashok Singh, 59, of West Milton Street
in Easton, Pennsylvania. In November 2019, Singh was found guilty of rape in the first and third degree
and unlawful imprisonment in the second degree. Queens Supreme Court Justice Gia L. Morris today
sentenced Singh to a determinate sentence of 7 years in prison to be followed by 5 years’ post release
supervision. The defendant is also required to register as a sex offender.

Queens District Attorney Katz said that, according to trial testimony, the victim, a 40-year-old
woman, visited a temple to look for rental postings on the bulletin board. At this place of worship, she met
Singh. The pair talked and the defendant offered to help her find a place to live. They exchanged phone
numbers and 4 days later, the defendant called her with news that he’d found her an apartment and that she
needed to move in right away. The defendant helped the then-40-year-old woman move into the unit and
afterwards, he went grocery shopping for food and wine and returned to the Richmond Hill apartment.

Continuing, said DA Katz, according to trial testimony, the victim turned down the offer of wine
and at that time the defendant became enraged. Singh threw her on the bed and forcibly raped her. When
the defendant fell asleep, the victim ran out of the apartment, contacted a friend for help and the police
were called. Later, at an area hospital where the victim was being treated, Singh called her and left a
voicemail message on her cell phone. He said in sum and substance that he was sorry and that he would
never do it again without her permission.

Furthermore, there was evidence submitted at trial showing that the defendant’s DNA was a match
to vaginal swabs taken from the victim during a sexual assault evidence collection exam.

Senior Assistant District Attorney George Kanellopoulous, of the District Attorney’s Special
Victims Bureau, prosecuted the case under the supervision of Assistant District Attorneys Eric C.
Rosenbaum, Bureau Chief, and Debra Lynn Pomodore, Deputy Bureau Chief, and under the overall
supervision of Executive Assistant District Attorney for Major Crimes Daniel A. Saunders.
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