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QUEENS MAN SENTENCED TO FOUR TO 12 YEARS IN PRISON FOR RICHMOND HILL 

DWI CRASH THAT KILLED CITY WORKER 

Defendant was Under Influence When He Sped Through Intersection in Mercedes-Benz and Hit City 

Truck, Killing 36-Year-Old Michael Rodriguez  

 

Queens District Attorney Melinda Katz announced that Errick Persaud was sentenced today to four 

to 12 years in prison on a charge of manslaughter for a drunken collision in which he killed a 36-year-old 

worker in a New York City Department of Environmental Protection truck in Richmond Hill in July 2023. 

The defendant pleaded guilty to manslaughter in the second degree on May 8.  

.  

                District Attorney Melinda Katz said: “This defendant made the selfish decision to drive drunk and 

that choice led to a completely avoidable tragedy. Errick Persaud endangered every person on the road in 

those early morning hours and crashed into a DEP truck, killing 36-year-old Michael Rodriguez. My office 

is committed to aggressively prosecuting dangerous drivers and we hope today’s sentence provides a 

measure of solace to the victim’s family.”  
 

 Persaud, 25, of 104th Street in Richmond Hill, pleaded guilty to manslaughter in the second degree 

before Supreme Court Justice Michael Aloise on May 8 and was sentenced today to four to 12 years in 

prison. 

 

 According to the charges: 

 

• On July 6, 2023, at approximately 2:30 a.m., video surveillance footage showed Persaud driving a 

black Mercedes-Benz at high speed through a steady red light at the intersection of Atlantic Avenue 

and Lefferts Boulevard in Richmond Hill.  

 

• Persaud hit a Department of Environmental Protection truck near the intersection. The impact of the 

collision toppled the truck and ejected 36-year-old Michael Rodriguez from the passenger seat. The 

40-year-old driver of the truck sustained minor injuries. 

 

• Rodriguez was taken to a local hospital with severe head and body trauma and died due to his injuries.  

 

• After the accident, a Breathalyzer was administered to Persaud that indicated he had a blood alcohol 

content of .134 percent, which was above the legal threshold of .08 percent. 

 

Assistant District Attorney Alexia Campoverde of the Career Criminal Major Crimes Bureau 

prosecuted the case, with the assistance of Assistant District Attorney Nicholas Castellano of the District 

Attorney’s Homicide Bureau, under the supervision of Assistant District Attorneys Michael Whitney, 

Bureau Chief of the Career Criminal Major Crimes Bureau, Roni Piplani, Deputy Bureau Chief, John 

Kosinski, Homicide Bureau Chief, and Jonathan Selkowe, Vehicular Homicide Unit Chief, and under the 

overall supervision of Executive Assistant District Attorney for Major Crimes Shawn Clark. 

 

       # 

 
Note to Editors: Archived press releases are available at www.queensda.org. 

 

     

MELINDA KATZ 

DISTRICT ATTORNEY 

QUEENS COUNTY DISTRICT ATTORNEY 
125-01 QUEENS BOULEVARD 

KEW GARDENS, NEW YORK 11415-1568 

 

718.286.6000 
WWW.QUEENSDA.ORG 

 

Release #80-2024 

twitter@QueensDAKatz 

mailto:QDACommunications@queensda.org
http://www.queensda.org/
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001pgRZZxJgk6xlsMPI3dcIm7S6j4G6BWhs7rlE0nVfmf3gZHH3D6N3EUSx7kFKwyvEJhJEQ-gN8qQFge4nwuozLL4w5JRiCQrF5IjFf6EpDCNFG6BGEAb2Z-QQjrIOwbaGa2rc2BHp9AJbkMFniBS2buhZx5v_EX1U&c=cVIaxu-z3Dzf8FIQig-CQIQjNMhe38vEfh0yuQhljgXkosGGxDDUoQ==&ch=RZVRn4pyVFnKiumWvKX2THenaRNloMVS21iZZ8SQrIWVmscPPL9iKg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001pgRZZxJgk6xlsMPI3dcIm7S6j4G6BWhs7rlE0nVfmf3gZHH3D6N3EUSx7kFKwyvEbN-JXv6mXf3ougcxf_-FOSJDIBYr3Y4ydPseykXZGUPRjNzmjmIHAI54wN-7CVgxm6Kb9hRr1IwYvX37BbC9mO6yHi069fvt&c=cVIaxu-z3Dzf8FIQig-CQIQjNMhe38vEfh0yuQhljgXkosGGxDDUoQ==&ch=RZVRn4pyVFnKiumWvKX2THenaRNloMVS21iZZ8SQrIWVmscPPL9iKg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001pgRZZxJgk6xlsMPI3dcIm7S6j4G6BWhs7rlE0nVfmf3gZHH3D6N3EUSx7kFKwyvElhdmaonZsxGzUleeBPh2fsk6RGRWjrubnXcPucgvObCyiMrW3fVkaNb6v_G5iS-QBkwWyqT_UnK5PH0_ZqWYShNJjvEv60u6&c=cVIaxu-z3Dzf8FIQig-CQIQjNMhe38vEfh0yuQhljgXkosGGxDDUoQ==&ch=RZVRn4pyVFnKiumWvKX2THenaRNloMVS21iZZ8SQrIWVmscPPL9iKg==

