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BROOKLYN MAN SENTENCED TO 17 YEARS TO LIFE IN PRISON IN 2019 STABBING 

DEATH OF HOMELESS SHELTER RESIDENT 

Carried out Assault at Behest of Friend 

 

 Queens District Attorney Melinda Katz announced that Ricardo Henry was sentenced today to 17 

years to life prison for the fatal stabbing of a 38-year-old homeless shelter resident in retaliation for a 

domestic violence assault that one of Henry’s friends believed to have taken place at the East Elmhurst 

shelter. 

 

 District Attorney Katz said: “The defendant carried out a cold-blooded killing at the behest of a 

friend, who took it upon herself to act as judge, jury and executioner. With today’s sentence, we have 

achieved justice for the victim and hope it affords some peace to his loved ones.” 

 

 Henry, 39, of Nostrand Avenue in Brooklyn, was convicted after a jury trial in May of murder in 

the second degree, conspiracy in the second degree and criminal possession of a weapon in the fourth 

degree. Queens Supreme Court Justice Michael B. Aloise sentenced him to 17 years to life in prison. 

 

 His codefendant, Tanika Sauls, 49, was convicted of manslaughter and sentenced last month to 10 

years in prison. 

 

 According to the charges and trial testimony: 

 

• On November 5, 2019, at approximately 7:25 p.m., police responded to The Landing Family 

Shelter on Ditmars Boulevard to investigate a report of domestic violence involving 38-year-old 

Abdul Silas and his girlfriend. The police interviewed them both, but neither reported any violence. 

As police did not observe any injuries, they left.  

 

• At around 9 p.m. that night, Henry and Sauls were outside the shelter celebrating Sauls’ birthday. 

Sauls could be heard telling others that Silas needed to be taught a lesson about putting his hands 

on women. As she said this, Henry said something to the effect of, “I'm your guy; no women, no 

children.”  

 

• At approximately 9:30 p.m., Sauls said she was going to get Silas and then knocked on his door. 

He came out of the shelter a few minutes later.    

 

• As soon as Silas stepped outside, he and Henry argued. They then walked up the street to fight out 

of view of the shelter’s security cameras.  

 

• Henry produced a knife and stabbed Silas four times, including once in the heart. Sauls yelled at 

others present during the attack to be quiet because Silas was getting what he deserved. 

 

 Assistant District Attorney Courtney Charles, Assistant Deputy Bureau Chief of the District 

Attorney’s Felony Trial Bureau III, prosecuted the case under the supervision of Assistant District 

Attorneys John Kosinski, Homicide Bureau Chief, and Karen Ross, Deputy Bureau Chief, and under the 

overall supervision of Senior Executive Assistant District Attorney for Major Crimes Shawn Clark. 

 

       # 

 
Note to Editors: Archived press releases are available at www.queensda.org. 

 

QUEENS COUNTY DISTRICT ATTORNEY 
125-01 QUEENS BOULEVARD 

KEW GARDENS, NEW YORK 11415-1568 

 

718.286.6000 
WWW.QUEENSDA.ORG 

 

Release #105-2024 

X@QueensDAKatz 

mailto:QDACommunications@queensda.org
http://www.queensda.org/


2 

 

     

 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001pgRZZxJgk6xlsMPI3dcIm7S6j4G6BWhs7rlE0nVfmf3gZHH3D6N3EUSx7kFKwyvEJhJEQ-gN8qQFge4nwuozLL4w5JRiCQrF5IjFf6EpDCNFG6BGEAb2Z-QQjrIOwbaGa2rc2BHp9AJbkMFniBS2buhZx5v_EX1U&c=cVIaxu-z3Dzf8FIQig-CQIQjNMhe38vEfh0yuQhljgXkosGGxDDUoQ==&ch=RZVRn4pyVFnKiumWvKX2THenaRNloMVS21iZZ8SQrIWVmscPPL9iKg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001pgRZZxJgk6xlsMPI3dcIm7S6j4G6BWhs7rlE0nVfmf3gZHH3D6N3EUSx7kFKwyvEbN-JXv6mXf3ougcxf_-FOSJDIBYr3Y4ydPseykXZGUPRjNzmjmIHAI54wN-7CVgxm6Kb9hRr1IwYvX37BbC9mO6yHi069fvt&c=cVIaxu-z3Dzf8FIQig-CQIQjNMhe38vEfh0yuQhljgXkosGGxDDUoQ==&ch=RZVRn4pyVFnKiumWvKX2THenaRNloMVS21iZZ8SQrIWVmscPPL9iKg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001pgRZZxJgk6xlsMPI3dcIm7S6j4G6BWhs7rlE0nVfmf3gZHH3D6N3EUSx7kFKwyvElhdmaonZsxGzUleeBPh2fsk6RGRWjrubnXcPucgvObCyiMrW3fVkaNb6v_G5iS-QBkwWyqT_UnK5PH0_ZqWYShNJjvEv60u6&c=cVIaxu-z3Dzf8FIQig-CQIQjNMhe38vEfh0yuQhljgXkosGGxDDUoQ==&ch=RZVRn4pyVFnKiumWvKX2THenaRNloMVS21iZZ8SQrIWVmscPPL9iKg==

