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BRONX WOMAN SENTENCED TO 18 YEARS IN PRISON FOR DEATH OF UBER PASSENGER 
 IN HIGH-SPEED WHITESTONE EXPRESSWAY CRASH  

Defendant was Driving Approximately 123 mph When She Rear-Ended Uber  
 

 Queens District Attorney Melinda Katz announced that Melissa Rodriguez-Lopez was sentenced today to 
18 years in prison for killing a 62-year-old Uber passenger in May 2023. Rodriguez-Lopez sped at 123 miles per 
hour while racing with others on the Whitestone Expressway, caused a fatal roadway crash then fled the scene 
with another racer and reported her vehicle stolen in a failed attempt to avoid responsibility for her actions.  
 
 District Attorney Katz said: “Racing on our highways and similar pursuits are not merely thrill-seeking 
escapades, they are a deadly threat to public safety. In this case, a man tragically lost his life as he rode in a for-
hire vehicle. We are grateful that we were able to provide justice for the victim and hope the sentence provides a 
measure of solace to his loved ones.” 

 Rodriguez-Lopez, 29, of Kossuth Avenue in the Bronx, pleaded guilty earlier this month to manslaughter 
in the first degree and assault in the first degree in satisfaction of the indictment. Queens Supreme Court Justice 
Michael Aloise sentenced the defendant today to 18 years in prison. 
 
 According to the charges, on May 27, 2023, at approximately 3 a.m., Rodriguez-Lopez drove her 2015 
Lexus RC350 at approximately 123 mph while racing with other vehicles in the vicinity of the Whitestone Bridge 
and Cross Island Expressway.  Rodriguez- Lopez, who had a passenger in her car at the time, slammed at high-
speed into the rear of a Toyota Corolla transporting 62-year-old Uber passenger Steven Spaulding of Brooklyn. 
The force of the collision caused extensive damage to both cars including the deployment of Rodriguez-Lopez’s 
airbags.  

The victim later died due to extensive spinal injuries leading to fatal stroke. The Uber driver also sustained 
significant injuries to his neck and body.  

The defendant and her passenger got into the vehicle of another racer and left the scene of the collision 
without identifying themselves to the driver of the Corolla or notifying police.    

Later that morning, Rodriguez-Lopez filed a stolen vehicle report at the NYPD’s 52nd Precinct in the 
Bronx. Video footage shows that at the time she filed the report, the defendant had visible arm injuries consistent 
with the deployment of the vehicle’s airbags. Rodriguez-Lopez claimed she was with a friend the entire day.  

Vehicle data from the Lexus provided investigators with the speed at the time of the crash.   

Assistant District Attorney Jonathan Selkowe, Chief of the Vehicular Homicide Unit in the District 
Attorney’s Homicide Bureau, prosecuted the case under the supervision of Assistant District Attorney John 
Kosinski, Bureau Chief, and under the overall supervision of Executive Assistant District Attorney of Major 
Crimes Shawn Clark. 

# 
 

Note to Editors: Archived press releases are available at www.queensda.org. 
 

    

 
 
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

TUESDAY, JANUARY 28, 2025 
 

CONTACT:  PRESS OFFICE (718) 286-6315 
                       QDACommunications@queensda.org 
 

http://www.queensda.org/
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001pgRZZxJgk6xlsMPI3dcIm7S6j4G6BWhs7rlE0nVfmf3gZHH3D6N3EUSx7kFKwyvEJhJEQ-gN8qQFge4nwuozLL4w5JRiCQrF5IjFf6EpDCNFG6BGEAb2Z-QQjrIOwbaGa2rc2BHp9AJbkMFniBS2buhZx5v_EX1U%26c%3DcVIaxu-z3Dzf8FIQig-CQIQjNMhe38vEfh0yuQhljgXkosGGxDDUoQ%3D%3D%26ch%3DRZVRn4pyVFnKiumWvKX2THenaRNloMVS21iZZ8SQrIWVmscPPL9iKg%3D%3D&data=05%7C02%7CRTHenry%40queensda.org%7Cd2ed9bc8d749436b2fda08dd3c9c2ad7%7C929af682cd094fb18fd99bd47cca6943%7C0%7C0%7C638733363613742137%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=JElRpe5F06wOHFeYuCXRPCIVAMRzBLtZbCD1yeD3WCs%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001pgRZZxJgk6xlsMPI3dcIm7S6j4G6BWhs7rlE0nVfmf3gZHH3D6N3EUSx7kFKwyvElhdmaonZsxGzUleeBPh2fsk6RGRWjrubnXcPucgvObCyiMrW3fVkaNb6v_G5iS-QBkwWyqT_UnK5PH0_ZqWYShNJjvEv60u6%26c%3DcVIaxu-z3Dzf8FIQig-CQIQjNMhe38vEfh0yuQhljgXkosGGxDDUoQ%3D%3D%26ch%3DRZVRn4pyVFnKiumWvKX2THenaRNloMVS21iZZ8SQrIWVmscPPL9iKg%3D%3D&data=05%7C02%7CRTHenry%40queensda.org%7Cd2ed9bc8d749436b2fda08dd3c9c2ad7%7C929af682cd094fb18fd99bd47cca6943%7C0%7C0%7C638733363613755879%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=UskiZuwpLukFihmUal1wMHP9%2FrPOTGYbsELsghE3Das%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.x.com%2Fqueensdakatz&data=05%7C02%7CRTHenry%40queensda.org%7Cd2ed9bc8d749436b2fda08dd3c9c2ad7%7C929af682cd094fb18fd99bd47cca6943%7C0%7C0%7C638733363613722100%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ctJH6eRfIJp%2BXq5j7zRbB6o8yJny0mVoCxaMhbhyOqw%3D&reserved=0
mailto:QDACommunications@queensda.org

