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SQUATTER SENTENCED TO TWO YEARS IN PRISON FOR ILLEGALLY OCCUPYING
FLUSHING HOME
Defendant Trespassed, Changed Door Locks and Rented Out Rooms to Other Illlegal Tenants

Queens District Attorney Melinda Katz announced today that Brian Rodriguez was sentenced to two years
in prison for illegally occupying a single-family home in Flushing and renting out rooms to others in February
2024. The defendant forced himself into the house after the homeowner attempted to regain access, then falsely
claimed that he was a legal tenant facing eviction and harassment. The incident was captured by a local news
crew and generated national attention.

District Attorney Katz said: “Brian Rodriguez thought that he could get away with squatting inside
someone else’s home and make a profit for himself based on his fictitious account of being a tenant. As today’s
sentencing proves, my office has prioritized removing those who enter a home without permission and returning
the property to the rightful owner. I thank my Housing and Worker Protection Bureau for ensuring that
justice was served. The defendant will now spend two years in prison for his criminal actions and the lawful
homeowner has her property back.”

Rodriguez, 36, of 161% Street in East Flushing, pleaded guilty in January to falsely reporting an incident
in the second degree before Supreme Court Justice Leigh Cheng who sentenced him today to a determinate term
of two years in prison and five years post release supervision.

According to the charges and investigation, on February 17, 2024, owner Adele Andaloro discovered that
someone had changed the front door locks without her authorization at her unoccupied Flushing home on 160"
Street. Andaloro last entered the home on January 21, 2024, and found the property to be secure.

After February 17, Andaloro observed the defendant inside the house several times. She had never met
the defendant, nor had she given him permission to access the property.

On February 19, Andaloro confronted Rodriguez. He claimed that he was leasing the property but did not
specify a leasing company, individual or agent.

On February 29, the homeowner observed several others staying in her house, also without permission.
After one of these occupants departed the house, leaving the front door ajar, Andaloro went inside and saw several
new locks on the front door. She called a locksmith and had the locks replaced.
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Later that same day, Rodriguez showed up and attempted to regain access to the premises. Andaloro
struggled to keep the door closed while ordering the defendant to leave. Rodriguez eventually pushed the door
open, forcing his way inside.

When police officers arrived at the scene, Rodriguez falsely claimed that he was a legal tenant being
unlawfully evicted and harassed by the owner and Andaloro was removed from the property.

The investigation was conducted by Investigator Dorsey M. McKeon and Sergeant Richard Lewis of the
District Attorney’s Detective Bureau, under the supervision of Sergeant Richard Lewis and Lieutenant Alan
Schwartz, and under the overall supervision of the Chief Investigator of the Detective Bureau Robert LaPollo.

Assistant District Attorney William Jorgenson, Bureau Chief of the District Attorney’s Housing and
Worker Protection Bureau, prosecuted the case with the assistance of Assistant District Attorney Kathryn Ingle,
under the supervision of Executive Assistant District Attorney for Investigations Gerard A. Brave.

#

Note to Editors: Archived press releases are available at www.queensda.org.

X £ O ]oe]



http://www.queensda.org/
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001pgRZZxJgk6xlsMPI3dcIm7S6j4G6BWhs7rlE0nVfmf3gZHH3D6N3EUSx7kFKwyvEJhJEQ-gN8qQFge4nwuozLL4w5JRiCQrF5IjFf6EpDCNFG6BGEAb2Z-QQjrIOwbaGa2rc2BHp9AJbkMFniBS2buhZx5v_EX1U&c=cVIaxu-z3Dzf8FIQig-CQIQjNMhe38vEfh0yuQhljgXkosGGxDDUoQ==&ch=RZVRn4pyVFnKiumWvKX2THenaRNloMVS21iZZ8SQrIWVmscPPL9iKg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001pgRZZxJgk6xlsMPI3dcIm7S6j4G6BWhs7rlE0nVfmf3gZHH3D6N3EUSx7kFKwyvElhdmaonZsxGzUleeBPh2fsk6RGRWjrubnXcPucgvObCyiMrW3fVkaNb6v_G5iS-QBkwWyqT_UnK5PH0_ZqWYShNJjvEv60u6&c=cVIaxu-z3Dzf8FIQig-CQIQjNMhe38vEfh0yuQhljgXkosGGxDDUoQ==&ch=RZVRn4pyVFnKiumWvKX2THenaRNloMVS21iZZ8SQrIWVmscPPL9iKg==
http://www.x.com/queensdakatz
https://www.flickr.com/photos/198006337@N08/albums/

